«ICHEL SAINT-DENIS DIED ON 31 JULY 1971 Peter Hall writes:

Michel Saint-Denis was a great mam, and because of that he was a great man of the theatre.
when he joined the Directiom of the RSC im 1962, he breught with him a legemdary reputa-
tien. But because he was always ready for am adventure, if he believed in the geal, he ga
ve all his wisdem amd experiemce te a youmg amd bustling company, Here was a man whe knew
fhe meaning of Stamislavsky, ef Cepeau, and ef Brecht, met frem beoks but frem the living
experience of werk im the theatre. Yet me young actor's preblem was ever tee small fer him
te censider., He was very careful ef peeple, realisimg that actiamg talemt was net the result
of a trick easily learmed and performed, but the expesure of a whele persea.

He was a superb teacher whe hated degma. Amy theery had te be flexible; any system capable
of withstanding his sceptical amnd very Gallic challenge. He ceuld step acters hidimg im
fermulas, Se eld amd yeung, traditiomalists amd revelutienaries, had te thimk fer themsel-
ves,

Has influence en the British theatre is a rich subject fer schelars ef the future. Every-
bedy ever 35 has been changed in some measure by his teaching. Amd they are certainly pas
sing on his methed fer the future,

Feur major theatres - The Reyal Ceurt, The Natiermal, Sadlsr's Wells Opera, and the RSC all
owe something of their way ef werkimg te him,

My ewn perseral debt te him is se bound up with formative years of the RSC that it must be
mentioned here, He gave me ballast and directiem at a much needed time. I began te unmder-
standifgem him the fudl respemsability ef the theatre. It is net just te emtertain. If yeu
ask peeple te surrender twe or three precious heurs of their lives te you, you must effer
them semething cemsidered, respemsible, amd rich with human meaning. You may fail, but it
is mever emeugh te perferm the expected deceratiem or the expected cliché, hewever beau-
tifully it is executed,

Michel was the swera enemy of dead coavestion. He seughl the truth., Amd the truth was se-
mething that changed as eur lives change.

He had been ill for a lemg time. I must be fergivem if I do met mourn fer him, Rather, I
wish te celebrate em behalf of the RSC amd the British theatre the fact that he existed.
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